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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 15.264), 
and State of Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-154, to hold City 
Council meetings electronically: 

 
A Study Session of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Thursday, October 8, 2020 
opening at 5:01 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
      Present:   Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Cassar 
      Absent:   Zubrzycki 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and Attorney Schultz 
 
Approval of Agenda  
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:    None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
Clarke requested to add item 9 Halloween Protocols, to the agenda. 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Meeting Open to the Public      
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Liz Shaw shared she has lived in Sylvan Lake for 1 year now.  There are issues on Telegraph that 
they would like to be part of the process instead of the decision made for them.  They have 
concerns with noise, visual, a path wanted for access to city beaches and now talk of selling the 
property.  The property was cleared for safety reasons and she understands that, but then it was 
cleared more than intended.  Residents from James K met with John Martin and have emailed 
with him.  A plan has been provided for a chain link fence and trees. They want to know how the 
trees will be watered.  They would like a sound barrier wall.  They wanted a path with access to 
Garland but were told no because of the safety at the gate.  They feel their property values have 
gone down.  Her kayak was stolen within days of clearing the property.  They want to be heard 
and part of the process.   
 
Mayor Lorenz closed the meeting open to the public. 
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Telegraph Property   B4-005-20 
 
Martin stated this is not an abnormal thing for the city to do.  It is done every couple of years.  
This was more than intended.  He reminded everybody that he gave a detailed explanation at a 
prior Council meeting, of what and why this was done.  They wanted to get rid of the invasive 
species, vines, etc. to keep out unwanted people from living there.  We have had people in there 
for the last few years making it their home and doing things that shouldn’t be done.  Now the 
plan is to put up a fence and plant more trees, which will help visually and create a sound barrier.  
There were comments a fence could have been put up without clearing it out, but the invasive 
species were also killing the trees.  Martin has been asked, how the city can just do this.  The city 
trims trees and removes trees and cleans out brush all the time where it is needed.  The plan is to 
keep it beautiful, to mow it and keep the invasive species down.  Everyone should have gotten 
the plan emailed to them.  He did get a request for a screened fence.  There are couple issues 
with that location.  We don’t want to block it off for vision that defeats the purpose of safety and 
why we cleaned it out.  The other issue is wind coming across the lake.  It won’t stand up.  
Regarding trees being watered, we have planted many in city.  The comment of ones dying were 
trees planted by residents and they didn’t take of them.  The access to Garland he understands.  It 
is MDOT property and would need their approval.  We also talked about the possibility of a 
berm.  They really don’t want us to, but if we do it has to be a minimum distance back from the 
Telegraph and we would have to maintain it; it would cost prohibited to do everything needed.  It 
is likely not to happen.  MDOT will be resurfacing work on Telegraph next year, but no curb 
work.  Martin was hoping a sidewalk could go in then, but it doesn’t look like it.  Martin asked 
anyone with issues with the plan to contact him.  He is open to suggestions.   
 
Lorenz asked council if they had ideas for the property.  Salemi did meet with Martin on this.  
One suggestion brought up was to put some boat docks in.  We have a long wait list.  What is the 
possibility of that?  Cassar agreed with Salemi.  He addressed the watering of the trees and 
knows the city has the means to do this.  The fence part of it, Telegraph is a County road and 
when they plow, the snow and ice would damage a privacy fence.  He feels trees should only be 
planted between the lake and the fence, so they have a chance to grow.  He shared his thoughts 
on a rolling gate, don’t do it.  People can slip under a rolling gate. 
 
Lorenz asked if the property was sold what kind of uses could go on that property?  Martin stated 
if is zoned CS-Community Service.  Lorenz added if the property were to be sold, it would 
require a vote of the residents first.   
 
Clarke asked how they can make the James K residents feel like they are more a part of the 
process?  What comes to his mind is emailing Martin their requests and thoughts.  What do the 
residents of James K want to see from Council?  Lorenz read some chat questions – who owns 
the property?  Martin replied, the City of Sylvan Lake own the property except the parcel closest 
to the Clinton River, that is owned by MDOT.  He further clarified MDOT owns Telegraph and 
the road right-of-way.  Lorenz stated an application would have to be approved by the DEQ to 
add more boat dock spaces.  He would like James K residents feed back on that idea.  He feels 
access would be needed then because it would be almost impossible to get in and out of that 
property from Telegraph.  They would have to go north and come back south to get into the lot.    
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Mayor Lorenz opened the topic up for public comment.   
 
Pat Hurley stated he has walked that property and he is not sure what the parking issue would be.  
He is not against having boat docks there.  It maybe a safety hazard with people trying to get in 
and out of there.  Hurley felt Liz Shaw did a good job expressing the residents of James K 
feelings.  He asked if they could receive the correspondence with MDOT regarding the berm.  
What the objections are and what the costs would be?  There are residents on James K that would 
be willing to pay a portion of the cost of improving that property and none have been asked 
about that.  Hurley acknowledged the intention to get rid of the invasive species, but they have 
had more people coming onto the property every summer to camp, swim and fish.  Now that it 
has a park like view people/kids as young as 9 years old are crossing Telegraph without using the 
safety crossing.  Martin agreed with that and told MDOT people won’t use them, when they were 
first discussing installing them.  Martin hopes with the installation of the fence will stop all the 
trespassing.  Mayor Lorenz asked how far the fence will go or extend into the lake.  Martin 
replied, it will start at the existing privacy fence at James K and it will go on the property line 
following Telegraph Rd., all the way to the water.  The objective is to not have people to be able 
to get around it.   
 
Hurley shared the residents of James K appreciate what has been done. However they want to 
make sure it is reasonably cost for the city and tax payers that it is aesthetically pleasing, and that 
it blends with the rest of the community. His opinion is a chain link fence won’t cut it.   
 
Clarke asked if the property is technically a park?  He suggested making a park tag a 
requirement.  Martin stated it is city property and they could put up a sign but then people will 
think they can use it.  They can put up more no trespassing signs.   
 
Mayor Lorenz reviewed the three options.  Selling the property, but no interest in that so they 
can take it off the list.  Boat Docks is another option, but that would require DEQ approval and 
that discussion would need approval at a City Council meeting.  Clarke added they have to be 
able to do a walkway with access too.  Lorenz continued the last option would be to do nothing, 
but that is not an option because they don’t want people living there.  Martin stated with the note 
of residents willing to help share in the cost, he will get back with MDOT right away and get 
back with those residents.  It will put off installing the fence because they would need to know 
where the berm can go if allowed.  We want to do it right the first time.   
 
Mayor Lorenz asked for public comment again.  There were no further comments.   
 
 
Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch  PR-006-20 
 
Martin stated this has been discussed in the past and then put aside.  He asked if they would be 
interested in doing something, an electronic gate with a key card.  It was brought up because of 
the abuse.  There was also thought of putting a camera there and at Ferndale park by the 
restrooms.  Cassar asked what he is talking about with abuse.  Martin stated non-residents using 
the ramp, and people leaving the ramp unlocked/open.  Cassar stated if someone is allowing a 
non-resident to use their key, they can give them their card too.  Martin agreed that is true, but 
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now we’ll be able to see John Doe used the ramp X number times today or X number of days.  
Cassar would be in favor of a camera to see what is happening.   
 
Lorenz would be in favor of cameras at Ferndale park, by the restrooms and at the ramp, with 
key cards for the ramp and restrooms.  It is good long-term plan to do to protect our assets.   
 
Clarke asked what the costs would be.  Also they discussed keycard access for the Parks & Rec 
building.  Martin explained the original thought was replace park, sport tags and ramp key with 
the electronic cards.  The city can load access onto the card for whatever a resident pays for or 
whatever is included with it.  A scanner would be needed for the park ranger to see if the cards 
were valid.  Martin shared work is currently being done with locks/cameras at City Hall and the 
Community Center and key cards and internet will be added to the Parks & Rec building.  Martin 
will get more information for City Council. 
 
 
Marijuana Update       O-007-20 
 
Attorney Schultz provided back in July the city, along with several other communities, received 
petitions to put ballot questions relating to recreational marijuana facilities on the November 
ballot.  They were received on the last day for filing.  After discussion with his office and City 
Council, the city clerk rejected them, for various reasons. There were a number of lawsuits filed 
against a number of communities.  One was filed on Sylvan Lake, but never served on the city.  
Sylvan Lake waited to see what happened with a number of other communities who were also 
sued.  For the most part they did not approve the petitions because there was an issue with the 
number of signatures that needed to be submitted.  With the amount of resources that these 
people have, raises the question what is the likelihood of one these petitions getting on the ballot 
in the future causes council to think, rather than having some other group write the ordinance to 
regulate marijuana facilities, should council look at drafting something first.  In a confidential 
letter from his office they provided that outline the idea of marijuana facilities under both 
medical and recreational marijuana statues.  It gave them an idea of their options to allow and 
regulate them.  Attorney Schultz asked, are you as a group interested in talking about an 
ordinance?  If so provide direction on if it is recreational, medical or some kind of combination 
of the two.   
 
Mayor Lorenz’ view is the city had outside people trying to get residents to vote for a Sylvan 
Lake ordinance for recreational marijuana.  They were making the rules for our city and we 
could potentially lose control on how this is delt with.  He is all for the city discussing it and 
possibly coming up with our own ordinance, under our own terms.  He wants the city to control 
it.  There are people out there who are experts on this and just want to make a profit.  He noted 
65% of those who voted for marijuana back in 2018 were in favor.   
 
Clarke feels there is a definite concern.  He feels it would pass with the high percentage of those 
who voted for marijuana.  He agrees they should get ahead of it and have the control.  Although 
there is still the possibility that a group could come in and put an initiative on the ballot anyways.  
It is not ironclad just because we are being proactive.  Attorney Schultz agreed they could 
petition for that.  What they can’t do is a zoning ordinance.  Most communities do a regulatory 
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ordinance on the number of facilities allowed and such and a zoning ordinance on where they 
can be placed.   
 
Salemi agreed they need to draft the ordinance to control it.  He felt the one petition provided the 
city a lot of latitude and wanted to work with the city.  He stated there are a lot of companies out 
there willing to put millions of dollars into our city.  They hire a lot of people at high wages and 
he feels it goes along with the revitalization of the city.  Clarke added we have a very good 
opportunity to get a good retailer if we are proactive about this.  The opportunity slips away as 
surrounding communities allow them.  We want to make sure we get one of the best facilities by 
not waiting too long and regretting not being proactive.   
 
Cassar is for discussion on it.  He is not sold on it.  Residents he has spoken to are not in favor 
having a dispensary in the city.  He is not for the recreation part of it, but the medical he is.   
 
Attorney Schultz stated Council will want citizen and industry input.  He can bring sample of 
ordinances from communities of similar size and other communities who were for it from the 
start and have put a lot of time and money into it and done a lot of the leg work on what is a good 
ordinance.  Lorenz would like to be proactive and get residents input now as they are starting this 
process.  This will be on the agenda for resident’s input and a newsbyte will go out.   
 
 
Halloween Protocols   C5-007-20 
 
Clarke is concerned with Halloween being on a Saturday and with COVID going on.  He would 
like to setup some protocols to make everyone safer and what expectations we have as a city.  He 
would like to encourage residents to stage at the street with a table, encourage mask wearing for 
both kids and adults and pass the candy out with tongs, don’t allow kids to paw through the 
candy.   
 
Martin stated we don’t regulated Halloween.  The only thing we do is state is time.  Lorenz 
suggest Clarke write down all his suggestions and newsbyte could go out with Martin to add to 
what he sees fit.  
 
 
Adjournment 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to adjourn the study session.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 
 
                                                             
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  


